PASTORAL LETTER ON

“STEWARDSHIP—A WAY OF CHRISTIAN LIFE”

February 1, 2010
Dear Christian Faithful:
Glory beto Christ!

Stewardship — Caring for Others

Have you ever thought about how much God has gifted us? Most of us don’'t have to
worry too much about having a roof over our heads, about putting food on the table, or about
clothes on our back. Instead, we live in atime of abundance.

Others are less fortunate. They don’t have the basic necessities of life that we so often
take for granted.

Here’' swhere we can make a difference in their lives.
God wants us who have plenty to share with others who arein need.

That's what “stewardship” is all about. It's a big word, but what it really means is being
good “caretakers’ of the gifts God has given us so that, when the time comes, he can use them to
take care of others.

You see, the possessions we have aren't realy ours to keep for an eternity. Anybody
who's had afire in their home knows how true thisis. Or when we've lost aloved one in afatal
car accident. The same thing goes for anyone whose spouse or child is healthy one minute, sick
the next.

Rather, God wants us to be stewards.

Y ou see, God has blessed us so that we can bless others in turn. And then when it’s our
turn, when we are in need, others can help us.

Stewar dship — My Gift of Time
Time. One of the greatest gifts God has given usisthe gift of time.
Time for family. Time for school. Time for work. Time for prayer and for Church.
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Y et we know that there are only so many things we can do in any given day. So God asks
us to choose wisely.

We can be good stewards, that is, good caretakers of the time God gives usif we divide it
up well. Some time for ourselves, some for our families, and some to help others.

We need time for ourselves to ensure that we eat properly, get enough rest, exercise, and,
of course, pray.

Those that are close to us aso need our attention, including our family and friends.

Still others depend upon us to care for them out of love. We don’t often think about them.
We don’t even want to think about them. But they’re there, waiting for us to use some of our
time to help them.

They're the ones like the elderly and shut-ins who are waiting for usto visit them, even if
just for afew minutes. The same goes for the sick and the imprisoned. Or have you ever made a
sandwich with your own hands and given it to a poor person? Ever consider becoming a Big
Sister or a Big Brother, or teaching someone to read, to ride a bike, or to drive? Or even closer to
home, instead of showering your kids at Christmas with expensive toys, have you ever just given
them the gift of time, doing whatever they want to do for just an hour or two?

The gift of time. Being good stewards of our time. Being good caretakers of our time, for
ourselves, for our family and friends, and for others.

What do | do with the gift of time God has given me?

Stewar dship — My Gift of Talent
God has gifted us with so many different talents.

For example, every Sunday one parishioner made coffee and put out juice and donuts for
the kids. Another lady would come to church on Monday morning and painstakingly put the
liturgy books in order and remove any left-behind bulletins after the Sunday services. No onein
the parish asked them to. They just did it out of the kindness of her heart. That was their gift of
talent to the Church.

Some of us can teach. Some of us can sing. Some of us are good listeners. Others are
good leaders. Some of us can brighten up a room with a smile or a joke. Others can count. Still
others can replace alight bulb and fix things. And some of us can even pat our heads and rub our
tummies at the same time.

All of us have talent. There's no doubting that. That’s the way God made us.

The big question is what we do with our talent. And not just for ourselves but for others
too. That's why God gave some talents to some people, and other talents to other people. Not all
of us have all the talents. So we need each other.




Eparchy of Edmonton

And that’s what it means to be good stewards of our talents. They're really God’s gifts.
God gives them to us as caretakers, so that he can use them to help others come to know him,
come to love him, come to serve him.

What taents have God given you? Just you and no one else? And what are you doing
with them?

Stewar dship — My Gift of Treasure
Treasure.

Someone once said that it’s no crime to be poor. Someone else retorted but it’s no great
honour either!

Treasure comes in many forms and shapes. Money. Investments. A house. A car.
Jesus may have preached more on treasure than any other subject. Why?

WEell perhaps he knew that treasure can just as easily be used for bad as for good. It can
just as easily corrupt as be a blessing.

When it comesto treasure, we need to ask ourselves three questions.

How did | get it? In other words, did | come upon it honestly, did | work hard for it? Or
did | steal and cheat others for my own persona gain?

What am | doing with it? Do | spend it on things | truly need or do | waste it on luxurious
things that | could rather do without?

And what’s it doing to me? Is it making me a better person, or do | hate myself and others
for it?

The answers to these questions can tell us alot about our attitude towards treasure.

Again we are stewards or caretakers of the treasure God gives us. If God has blessed me
with abundance, it is because he wants me to share some of it with the poor and the needy.

What do | do with the gift of treasure God has given me? Have | given to the poor lately?
To aneedy family? To the Church?

Stewar dship — Not only for Adults, but for Youth too!
Stewardship, you know, isfor children, youth and young adults too.

Jesus says, “Let the children come to me!” In other words, he wants our young people to
recognize how special they are to him. He wants to bless them. And he wants them to share their
blessings with others.

Our young people aso receive the gifts of time, talent and treasure.
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Oftentimes only they can console a sister or a brother or a friend who is sad; only they
feel comfortable in sharing a deep secret with each other; and only their homemade Mother’ s and
Father’s Day and Birthday cards make uslaugh!

Let's teach our children about stewardship. Let’'s teach them that they, like us, are
caretakers of God's gifts to us of time, talent and treasure, and that these gifts are meant to be
shared with others,

Bishop’s Annual Appeal —What Gift Havel, Worthy of aKing?
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal coincides with the Feast of Saint Nicholas.

Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra, is one of the saints most beloved
by Christian people. After al, heisthe original Father Christmas.

Indeed, Saint Nicholasis uniquely tied to Christmas, the celebration of Jesus' birth. Early
stories about Saint Nicholas carry with them the Nativity themes of love and justice. Love and
justice are what Saint Nicholas, the man known as the “gift-giver”, is al about. He is
characterized as a generous and pious servant of God, guarding the soul in this care, protecting
children and families, and providing gifts for their spiritual and physical well-being.

Gifts. Stewardship. Time. Taent. Treasure. That's what it’s al about.

With Christmas on our doorstep, one of the holiest times of the year, and in the spirit of
Saint Nicholas, what gift do you bring now to the infant Jesus, who lays quietly and peacefully in
amanger?

Now is the time to make a commitment. Will my gift to God be some of my time, some
of my talent, or some of my treasure?

Come, All Ye Faithful, let us go with the shepherds to adore the Christ-Child. Let us
rejoice and praise God for unto us achild is born. God iswith usl!

Stewar dship — A Way of Life
Thank you.

Your gift in time, talent and treasure towards your family, your church, and your
community are greatly appreciated.

Remember that God' s blessings come in the form of gifts. These gifts are freely given to
us, so that we in turn can freely give them to others who are in need. We don’t own these gifts.
We are their stewards, their caretakers waiting for God to call upon us, share them with others.

Let us continue to be good stewards. It takes practice to be good at something. It’'s not
something we can do once and be satisfied. I1t'saway of life.
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Together we can make this earth a better place.
Together we can build the Kingdom of God!

May God bless you abundantly for your act of kindness.
And remember — Stewardship isaWay of Life!

Yoursin Christ,
Bishop David Motiuk




